A350 Melksham Bypass

Melksham Town Council
Monday 23" November 2020
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Background

« The importance of the A350 to the local economy has long
been recognised by Wiltshire Council

* Primary north-south route between M4 & Dorset Coast

* One of Busiest Routes in Wiltshire connecting principle
settlements

» Sections of the A350 are subject to high traffic volumes,
congestion and delays

* Funding from DfT to prepare Outline Business Case (OBC)
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Scheme preparation process

Identify : Review Detailed Submi
ubmit
need for a Strategic options and assessment | | | Adopt | outl [ o
Outline : f bett Preferred utline Planning
scheme Business confirm o1 peer | | Business Application
and outline e initial performing Route Case I I
options assessment options I I I I
r | | | | I
The scheme is currently at an I Compulsory
early stage. It has many more Full Tender for Possible I Purchase
stages and statutory Construction Business construction I Public and Side
consultations to go through Case works Inquiry I Roads
before construction can start. I I Orders
Current stage of ™ Other prospective key
Completed D consultation == o stakeholderinvolvement
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Existing A350 - issues ; 5 —

« Slow moving traffic / variable traffic conditions

» North — south through traffic delays
 Local traffic routing
» Road safety

 Severance

* Noise & air quality

. Forecast change in traffic
* Future traffic growth flows, 2018 to 2036 (AM) Sl
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Full assessment of
impacts and value
for money

Option
refinement /
development

« Further investigations.

,’ Long-list Ny
: options :
The approach to options development i i
1 B
 Logical and robust approach | ;!gz_slsrfelntofkey :
* In line with government guidance. ' S I _Irjpidi -
» Review all potential options (long-list) % Short-list
- |dentify better performing options (short-list) § options

» Updates previous work at Strategic Outline Business Case
stage.

Preferred
option
Detailed option
If' -== development /
. _ _ _I'Current stage design
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Key physical constraints at i A350
. E Melksham and the surrounding area :
Supporting evidence .
.',-'I:
N w A
H H . . . . . 'f;’.r"
Technical exercises are supporting the consideration of options to ensure that an e Q
evidence-based approach is followed. The level of detail applied increases as we o o © ° A 12 b
. . . L ] nacre *
move through the process and the number of options under consideration Towards | whmf.‘_-. A1 o N .
ox ath g  e===--" T -5 ‘1| I . °
reduces. \ @ AN
L ]
Key: TR % T . e
Key inputs at this stage include: A ceryswsme T * Towards Calne
- . - Electrici b-stati by
« Current and historic traffic data eetrctty sub-station
L]
iee . . . . . Power i ®
- Initial traffic modelling and journey time TS °%
analysis @ Listed buildings ®
« High-level engineering feasibility B Key junctions
+ High-level cost estimates . == === Raiway line
L
« Initial environmental assessment "l Melksham rail station o
(dESktOp) Bradford- — | m Towards Devizes
Areas of woodland an-Aven i
JORNPY
Melksham Canal Link Project (CP16 =1 ®
Wiltshire Core Strategy) | " %
Kennet & ‘.1 @ .'. ® Seand Cﬂam
Flood zone N sominggon o o ®
i © e ©
. Key housing developments 'n'l A350 ° @ :
®

Towards Trowbridge / Westbury
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Full range of options

Non road-based options (Options 1 to 6)

Demand management and traffic management measures
1, 2, 3 Workplace parking levy / Road user pricing / HGV restrictions
Public transport and active modes

4,5, 6 Rail, Bus, Walking and cycling improvements

Road based options (Options 7 to 10)
Improvement / upgrade to existing A350 route

7a, 7b, 7c — Improvements / upgrade to existing A350 route
Western route options

8a, 8b, 9a, 9b, 9c — Short & long; inner & outer western routes

Eastern route options

10a, 10b, 10c, 10d — Short & long; inner & outer eastern routes

Sandridge_—
Common

Eowerhill

[a365—Batt

Note - Indicative
of potential route
corridors -
this s not
ote specific
‘road alignment
at this stage

Semingt
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Please give us your views by 30 November

A wide range of potential options have been identified, which would all have different impacts and benefits.
Information on the options will be available from 5" November 2020 at:

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-a350-melksham-bypass

Website will include:

* Information pack covering areas such as:
* A350 route & need for the scheme
* Objectives & assessment criteria
* Key physical constraints & full range of options
* Route information
* Emerging findings
+ Potential for complementary walk & cycling improvements

*  Online questionnaire

« Series FAQs
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https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-a350-melksham-bypass

Options assessment overview - initial sifting

Objective 1

Objective 2

Objective 3

Objective 4

Objective &

Strategic Option

Demand

Workplace Parng Levy

2

s ST ¢harping

3

GY m:sn'icn'ms -&.g. ey ban ar peak hour

Public
Transport

4

sarvice [ mitsciieciue impravemenis - e, oy
resquency via Mefksham endior acdilional commuter

Eanvcas in AMPM peak hours

5

14

REdUsE umey imes and
Hedsys om e A3S0 through
Medksham and Beanscre,
mmpraving locel and ragianal
MCI-50080 connactay, and
Euppoming future hausing

prowlh in Se A3SD conmidor

Reduce joumay fmas and selays an tha
Tollowing routes fhrough Meksnam, siowing
o fudtarg Groveth in demand:

ALED South - AJINZ

A5 Wast - AJGS Eest

AZSD Soulh - AJES Wesl

B senice | infrastructure improsemants

16

]

(Irvgroved walking ¢ cycling roules

Existing

Ta

Wodmanal lanes (widanmg: northarn section (Leakes-
Eath Rd)

lanes ¢ - soufhern sectan

b

WFarmers-Semingion Rd)

il

rowide enhancad cpportunties for wakang
BN eyeing between Meksham fown centre
and the rad station F Balh Roed, and song
e exisling A carmklon wimn Maksham
end Beanecre, thraugh Me provsian of
mirestruchra and athar measures o
encourage actve travel and reduce he

o

iDualing A350  Wastem Way o Lifieton Rbt

EBypass
Curter West

Fram A350 nonh of Beanscre to A3GS wasl ol Shaw
fFarm, than ta AXS0 wast of Semmptan Rd (single
BT ENRY )

ram AXSI narth of Branacre to AMGS wast af Shaw
arm, then o AZ5D soulh of Hamplan Park Wesl
ke cal

Bypass ar

Inner Rebef

Road - Inner
West

Bypass. From A0 norh of Beanacre wast of
wilegarrail Ine to 355 eest of Shaw Farm, then 1o
350 south of Fermars (singla_camagewey)

EL)

Relial road: Trom A3SD north of Beanatra, weast of
wilajadrail ne b A3IES west of rad stalion (Single
CETiEEwEy )

22

Feliaf rasd: from A350 north of Baanecra, sast of
wilaga i oross AS0 beswaen Basnacra & Maksham,
then west of rad line to AJEE west af ral =tation

sl )

22

Bypass or
Déstributor -

[Estendan distributar: from A350 nomh of Beanacrs to
W12 junclion with Easlern Wy, then via Easlem
10 Spa Rdbt (single carmieewa!
WEESS. from ASSD norh of Beanscre o A3102 aest
f Eastarn Way, Ban via naw road to Eastarn Way
uth of Thyme Road la E
ypass: from A0 norh of Beanscre 0 AJ102 et
I Eastarn Way, Ten to ASG5 east of Bawerhl, ten
A350 soulh of Hemptan Park West (single
BTiEgEwaY )

ypass: from AXSD north of Beanacre o AJ1I2 eest
f Ezsbarn Way, than bo A5 aast of Bowarhd, then
AZ0ET west of Seend Head Lane, reconnecling 1o
& A3SD &t Limeton rol {Sangle Camagaway’

an

pect of iransg an i emironment

Reduce personal injury accident
retas and sevarity far the AX50
pnd Mabesham e a whalka

Resuce me volume of trarfic
neluding HEVS passing soeg The
Aurrenl S350 raute in northem
Malesham and Basnacra to
reduce savarance, whilst aviding
megative mpacts on other exstng

pr pelenteal ressdenlial arass

Ease of delivery
(key deliverability,
acceptability, affordability
issues)

3
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3

Higher impact

Lower impact

For further details of
additional assessment of
options 7 to 10 please
refer to the separate
document on the
consultation website.

https:/fwww. wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-

a350-melksham-bypass
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Example
of “‘Road
Option on
a Page”
Info.

Option 8a

Description — This option provides a bypass link to the west of
Melksham town between the A350 north of Beanacre and the A350
Western Way. From the north it crosses the railway line, passes to
the west of the electricity sub-station and through Whitley Golf
Course. It intersects the A365 Bath Road and continues south,
crossing the railway line again, the River Avon and the B3107 — all
in close proximity — and connects to the A350 via a new junction.
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Design speed &0 mph
Length 4 miles (approx)
Design area 16 hectares (approx)

Junctions (new) 5 (3 intermediate)
Railway crossings 2

River / canal crossings 1

Emerging assessment findings — Option 8a

-

Indicative overall Value for Money:

This option performs well against the primary scheme
objectives. It provides a complete bypass of Beanacre and
most of Melksham, with the potential to reduce north-south
Joumney times by approximately 3 minutes and to also
reduce journey times between A350 (south) and A365
(west).

The route corridor for this option is subject to a number of
constraints and this increases the delivery nisk and
technical complexity. The route would directly impact
Whitley Golf Course and Roundponds Farm Solar Park.

The structures required for rail, road and floodplain
crossings would be expected to result in some adverse
landscape and visual impacts due to the scale and height of
the structures. There are likely to be beneficial and adverse
localised noise and air quality impacts. Traffic relief along
the A350 would have beneficial impacts for adjacent
properties. Some localised adverse impacts are also likely,
associated with properties in closer proximity to the route
corridor, such as around A365 Bath Road and the village of
Shaw The cost of this bypass option is moderate to high. It
is higher than option 10b (short bypass to the east).

Similar to other shorter bypass options, there would be
scope to consider an enhanced version of this option, in
conjunction with option 7 (on-line improvements) — in
particular option ¥c, dualling of the A350 between Littleton
Roundabout and Western Way.

Low to Medium

Assessment

Jourmey times — northisouth

Joumey times- other routes
Accidents

Walk [ cycle opportunities
Traffic reduction

Business users

Reliability

Wider economic impacts

Moise

Air quality

Greenhouse gases
Landscape [/ townscape
Historic environment
Biodiversity

Water environment

Strategic

Economic

Environment

Mon-business users
Physical activity
Joumey guality
Accidents

Security

Severance

Affordability - indicative
cost (construction only)

Affordability - operating and
maintenance costs (60yrs)

o [——

Ease of delivery (complexity)

Delivery timescales

Acceptability (initial —
prior to consultation)

Social

Financial

Management




What happens next?

« Ongoing technical investigation and review works
« Ecology / environment walk over surveys

« Consultation launched at Melksham Area Board Meeting (4" Nov 7pm)
* Runs to the end November 2020
 All suggestions and comments will be welcomed and will be considered
» Responses will feed into option consideration process

« Sifting of options to progress from long list to short list

 Further consultation mid 2021

« Adoption of preferred route & submission of Outline Business Case
« Say October 2021
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How to give your views

You can give your views by visiting the Wiltshire Council website at:
—_—  https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-a350-melksham-bypass

Or writing to:

Major Highway Projects,
Wiltshire Council,
Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

@ Or by emailing:
}{ MajorHighwayProjects@Wiltshire.gov.uk
V4
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https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-a350-melksham-bypass
mailto:Majorhighwayprojects@Wiltshire.gov.uk
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Thank You
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