KEEVIL PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT – 2018/2019
The Parish Council was elected in May 2017 and the Councillors will hold office until May 2021. The members are as follows:



Chairman

Ginny Sherman 



Vice-Chairman
Suzanne Wickham


Councillors

Rosemary Banfield 
George Goodwin 
Juliette Goodwin 






Rodney Meatyard






Simon Newton






Clerk


Richard Mills
The Parish

At the time of writing there are approximately 190 rateable properties and 373 Electors in Keevil Parish. The Parish Precept for 2018/19 was £6,553 and is £6,683 for 2019/20. The Council recovered £85 VAT from HMRC. Other receipts included Interest on bank deposits and a wayleave from Scottish & Southern Energy amounting to £7.
Finances

Fixed Assets - The Sports Wall and Playing Field Equipment have a replacement value of £48,377. The freehold of the Playing Field itself is not included in this figure. The replacement value of the War memorial is currently estimated at £20,470.
Expenditure in 2018/19 amounted to:

-
Administration - £3554 including Clerk’s Salary & Expenses (the Clerk is paid to work 4 hours per week on average), Insurance £888, Subscriptions to local authority organisations & registration fees £275, Mapping Software Licence £18 and hire of the Village Hall for meetings £77. 
-
Other –Expenditure was £2,470 including £441 for Playing Field maintenance & repairs. Donations totaling £570 to the Village Hall, Parish Magazine, Churchyard maintenance, Keevil Neighbourhood Watch Data Protection fees, Royal British Legion, Bobby Van Trust Wiltshire, Wiltshire Music Centre, Carer Support Wiltshire and Alzheimer’s support. A donation was also made to the Keevil Amenities Trust to pay for insurance for the Keevil Community Shed. Other expenditure included War Memorial maintenance £56, Ditch Clearance £180 and Neighbourhood Planning £225.
Reserves - £13,070 currently held against additional Playing Field Development, future repairs to the War Memorial, Highway maintenance, and Neighbourhood planning.
Activities

The Council’s activities are many and various and mainly consist of liaising with and prompting other organisations to provide and improve services to the Parish. In 2018/19 typical items were as follows:

Wiltshire Council (WC)

· Prevention of military vehicles trying to access the airfield via Martins Road

· Highways maintenance and repair of roads and footways in and around the village

· Management of the Parish Steward for minor repairs

· Road drainage repair and improvement
· Land drainage repair and improvement, including ditch clearance
· Drainage surveying and actions to reduce flooding risks
· Maintenance of a store of grit for replenishment of grit bins
· Maintenance of a small store of gel sacks and notices in case of flooding

· Confirmation of the status and usage of byways
· Establishing the responsibility for the maintenance of trees and hedges
· Maintenance of footpaths, stiles and Rights of Way issues
· Liaising with the Dog Warden
· Purchase of wheelie bin stickers which indicate that the village is a Neighborhood Watch Area 

· Planning Applications - there were 24 applications to comment on and many needed meetings of the Keevil P.C. Planning Committee - held on site and in public.

· General provision of local services 
Community Safety
· Liaising with Wiltshire Constabulary (PCSO) about speeding and parking issues in the village
· Crime prevention

· Supporting Keevil Neighbourhood Watch

· David Bouault, our Community Emergency Volunteer (CEV), is responsible for maintaining the Emergency Plan for the village
· John Tucker, our Flood Warden, has developed a Flood Plan for the village (with the assistance of Paul Lenaerts and Ian Simpson) which forms part of our Emergency Plan.
Ministry of Defence Estates

· Prevention of access to the Airfield by military vehicles via Martins Road

· Airfield usage

· Noise reduction during non-operational use of the Airfield
· Security fencing
· Land drainage issues on the Airfield

Playing Field (Banfield Recreation Ground)
· Repairs to play equipment

· Monitoring and improving the safe use of the playing field and equipment
· Maintenance of the playing field

· Reviewing playing field use and planning future changes to equipment and usage

· Annual ROSPA safety inspection

· Maintenance of the footpath from Martins Road to the playing field

· Supporting the Community Shed in their maintenance and improvement of the playing field.

Miscellaneous

· Initiation and preparation of a Village Survey for future planning for the parish

· Maintenance and refurbishment of the War Memorial and the Arnhem plaque
· Improved communication with Keevil School via termly meetings

· Carrying out the Council’s responsibilities for tree maintenance
· Supporting the village web site

· Making online mapping software available to village organisations
· Supporting the Defibrillator group

· Reporting on and monitoring the clearance of fly tipping
· Monitoring overgrown hedges and trees
· Supporting and donating to local organisations

· Supporting the Keevil Community Shed activities
Thank You

I would like to thank all the Councillors and villagers who have helped me in my role as Chairman in 2018/19. In particular, I would like to thank:

· Councillor Wickham for her valuable help and support over the last year, as Vice Chairman, and her work on footpaths; she is also the Village Hall representative.
· Councillor Banfield who is responsible for playing field maintenance
· Councillor J Goodwin who is responsible for Highways, liaising with the Parish Steward and attending the CATG meetings on our behalf

· Councillor Newton who is responsible for monitoring the Parish Council content on the website to ensure compliance 
· Sarah Dow for her help with the Village Survey
· David Bouault who is our Community Emergency Volunteer (CEV)
· John Tucker who is our Flood Warden

· Paul Lenaerts, the Keevil Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, who is also involved in all our Flood Prevention and Emergency Planning

· Ian Simpson who also performs a role as part of our Flood Prevention work
· The Keevil Community Shed which has many members working with the principal organisers Bob Ayres, Brian Banfield and Paul Lenaerts. The work of all the Shed members has made a huge difference to the village and the playing field.
· Jonathon Seed, our WC Councillor who has provided outstanding support and advice throughout the year and who keeps us up to date with Wiltshire Council affairs
· Lastly, I would like to put on record the service provided by our Clerk, Richard Mills behind the scenes ensures that we promptly and efficiently deal with matters within our community
Ginny Sherman
April 2019
Copies of the Parish Council Accounts 2018/2019 are available from the Clerk or from the village web site (address below).
Keevil Parish Council documents, including this one, are also available at https://keevilvillage.com
GS April 2019
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