 KEEVIL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 p.m. ON MONDAY 8th JANUARY 2018
Present: Cllrs Geoff West (Chairman), Michael Abraham, Graeme Collins, Rodney Meatyard, Ginny Sherman and Suzanne Wickham.

In attendance: 
George Goodwin (Clerk)



Richard Mills (Clerk designate)



4 Members of the public

Consultation Period:

-
No subjects were raised by the public attending the meeting.
The Parish Council Meeting commenced with Councillor West in the Chair:

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr Jonathon Seed (Wiltshire Council)

PCSO Maggie Ledbury
2. Co-option of Councillor
Cllr Sherman proposed that Juliette Goodwin be co-opted to fill the Casual Vacancy on the Parish Council. The co-option was seconded by Cllr West and carried unanimously. The Clerk will arrange for Cllr Goodwin to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and complete an entry in Register of Interests held by Wiltshire Council.

3. Declarations of Interest

There were none.
4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 6th November 2017
These minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. Matters Arising


War Memorial - The Clerk has written to Historic England to tell them that the PC has no objection to the War Memorial being listed. Refurbishment of the War Memorial has been completed.
Season’s Greetings - The Season’s Greetings from the PC have been published in the Parish Magazine.

Clerk Vacancy - The PC have appointed Richard Mills to the post. He will shadow the existing Clerk, George Goodwin and will take over the role on 1st April 2018.

Councillor Vacancy - Co-option has been authorised by Wiltshire Council (see above).
Dead Trees in Martins Lane - Cllr Meatyard has felled the trees.
6. Playing Field
PF Repairs & Maintenance – The information sign on the Recumbent Bicycle has been re-attached to the equipment. It was removed by Wicksteed when they carried out the repair. Three compost heaps have been constructed by the Community Shed and are now in use.
7. Flooding & Drainage

Nothing to report.
8. Highway Matters

The Chairman has spoken again to Wiltshire Highways who have assured him that the collapsed ditch In Main Street will be repaired within the next four weeks.
Cllr Meatyard reported that the drains at the dip in the Buzzeley Bottom Road were blocked causing some localised flooding. The Chairman will speak to Paul Lenaerts who has WC contacts for this sort of problem. Cllr Meatyard also said that some fly tipping had taken place in the same area. Cllr Wickham has reported this problem to WC via the Smart Phone App.

9.
Donations


It was agreed to make the following donations:

(a) Payee = Keevil Village Hall 
Sum = £100 


(b) Payee = Keevil Parish Magazine 
Sum = £80

(c)
Payee = St. Leonard’s P.C.C. for Churchyard maintenance. 

Sum = £100 

(d)
Payees = Bobby Van Trust, Wiltshire Music Centre & Carer Support Wiltshire.
Sum = £20 each totalling £60
Payments were proposed by Cllr West and seconded by Cllr Collins. 
10.
Budget 2018/2019

A budget for 2018/2019 of £7,271 (£6,196 in 2017/2018) was proposed by the Clerk. The Reserves would be kept to circa £12,000 (£13,350 in 2017/2018) for capital expenditure on the Playing Field, Highways, Village Design Statement, War Memorial, Poll Reserve and Web Site. The suggested budget was proposed by Cllr West seconded by Cllr Abraham and carried unanimously.
11.
Precept 2018/2019

The Clerk said that, currently, Parish Council precepts are not capped but that the government was restricting larger authorities’ increases. Based on the Budget for 2018/2019, the required reserves (see above) and the Councillors wish not to exceed the original 2% recommended limit, a Precept of £6,553 (0% change due to an increase in the tax base) was suggested by the Clerk. The Precept last year was £6,475 (lower tax base).  After discussion, a Precept of £6,553. was proposed by Councillor Sherman, seconded by Councillor Meatyard and was carried unanimously. The Clerk was instructed to notify Wiltshire Council accordingly
12.
Keevil School - Parking
Complaints have been received about the parking outside Keevil School particularly when the School organises special events e.g. Carol Service. The Head Teacher would like to discuss the problem with the PC so that the problem can be alleviated. It was agreed that our Chairman, Cllr West, and Cllr Collins will discuss the matter with the Head Teacher.
13.
Financial Statement (before Invoice Payments)

The Clerk reported that the Council's finances stood as listed below:

-
Current Account
£      125.78
-
Deposit Account
£ 14,126.37
-
Total


£ 14,252.15
14.
Cheque Approval
(a) Payee = Keevil Village Hall

Sum = £11.00 for Hire of Hall 6/11/2017 (£11.00 + VAT £ 0.00)
(b) Payee = Society of Local Council Clerks
Sum = £59.00 for Annual Subscription (£59.00 + VAT £ 0.00)

(c)  Payee = G.F.W. Goodwin

Sum = £5.04 for Expenses Jul-Dec 2017 (£5.04 + VAT £ 0.00)

(d) Payee = Mr M. Abraham

Sum = £75.45 for Gravel Boards for PF (£62.88 + VAT £12.57)

(e) Payee = Young Johnson

Sum = £1,0i20.00 for War Memorial refurbishment (£850.00 + VAT £170.00)

All the above payments were proposed by Cllr Collins and seconded by Cllr West. A total of £1,170.49 (£987.92 + VAT £182.57) was disbursed with the consent of all present.

15. Any Other Competent Business
(a) The Chairman said that he had received a card from a former Councillor, Myra Link, praising the work of the Community Shed for its playing field maintenance and works in the village generally.
(b) The Fun Committee have proposed that a Family Fun Day to be held on the Playing Field on 7th July. After discussion it was agreed that the Councillors supported the idea subject to reassurances concerning insurance and management. The Chairman said that he would arrange for the minutes of Fun Committee to be sent to the Clerk so that he could send them to Councillors.
(c) Cllr Wickham raised the issue of a loose fence panel obstructing the footpath from the Playing Field to Martins Road. The Chairman said that he would speak to the land owner to get the panel repaired. There was a general discussion about the fact that the footpath is narrow and that the fencing either side of the footpath is gradually encroaching on the footpath. The Clerk was asked to check on what was the ideal width for footpaths 
(d) Complaints have been received about verge damage during the re-development works at 63-65 Martins Road. The Clerk was asked to contact the developer asking for the verges to be made good when the works are completed.

(e) A new resident whose property backs onto the Playing Field has removed a metal gate between their property and the Playing Field and replaced it with a wooden gate. There was some concern expressed about the longevity of a wooden gate in this position. The Chairman will speak to the resident to ascertain why this replacement was made. 

(f) The Clerk said that a new Audit regime will come into force for the 2017/2018 Audit. A new External Auditor has been appointed for this PC. Currently, small PCs do not pay audit fees but the new arrangements could lead to charges being incurred. 
(g) The Clerk said that Steeple Ashton are planning a pilot with a SID (Speed Indicator Device). If they are satisfied with the pilot they are prepared to share the device with Keevil for a small usage fee.
(h) The Clerk reported that a complaint had been received about the state of the Butts Lane Byway. He had contacted WC Rights of Way who will repair the Byway sometime in 2018 when materials become available.
(i) The next meeting of the Council is on Monday 5th March 2018 in the Village Hall starting at 7:30 p.m.

SIGNED
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